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Next meeting:
Wednesday, Jan. 28, 20%8 the
Waterfront Convention Center

As we have for the last several years,
we’ll meet at the Waterfront convention
Center on Jan. 28 — with many invited
guests and news media present — to
award $25,000 in grants to not-for-profit
organizations throughout the community.

Lunch service begins at 11:30 a.nto
allow adequate time to begin grant
presentations promptly at noon.
Recipients of the grant funds — the
proceeds from BRC’s annual LobsterFest
— were selected from among 43
applicants by the Charitable Giving
Board, chaired byeff Hassel.

These are the 15 recipient organizations,
the project funded by BRC and the
amount of the grant:

Center for Active Seniors, Inc.
Fitness Center Equipment: Funds to
replace two outdated treadmills in the Fit
for Life Fitness Center — $1,250
Davenport Composite Squadron,
Civil Air Patrol. Search and Rescue
Mission Enhancement, Aerospace
Education: Money to help purchase an
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Last meeting:
Wednesday, Jan. 21, 2015

President Sharon Sarverintroduced our
guest speakergnn Schwickerath from
Project Renewal andeff Reiter, director
of the Bettendorf
Family Museum,
whose reports
conclude the run-
up to this year’s
Charitable Giving
grants. Both
organizations
received grants last
year.

Project
Renewal...was
founded in 1974 in
a Davenport inner-
city neighborhood
to address a
number of social
concerns, saiénn
Schwickerath, it
director. The early
list of concerns
included
homelessness, the
elderly, families
and children, and
transportation.
Over succeeding
years, it has
narrowed its focus
to the needs of
families and
children. Now during the school year, it
helps about 40 children a day with school
lessons, gaining computer skills and less-
structured learning through field trips.




Kids also learn life skills and help others
through work projects and “fun and
silliness,” Ann said.

Last year's BRC grant
helped fund an expansion
of Project Renewal’'s
summer program staff
from four to five, she said.

Run for Renewal, a fundraising event, is
slated for Saturday, April 18. To
participate or for more information, go to
projectrenewal@revealed.net

The Family Museum, now marking 18
years in its Learning Campus facility,
used its $1,000 Bettendorf Rotary grant
to support drop-in programming, reported
Jeff Reiter, its director (but only through
Jan. 23 — then he becomes the new head
of Bettendorf economic development).

It was party
time — annual
Holiday Party

Those programs, led by professional time, to be exact
artists and educators, provide learning — the evening of
experiences for children and their parents Jan. 21 at the
through projects, such as creating art Davenport
from junk or recycled materials, and Country Club,
developing useful skills, like healthy where there
eating habits. were three
pieces of

The Family Museum broke all attendance pusiness: Good
records in fiscal 2014, drawing more than  food, fellowship
172,000 visitors and earning more than and a parade of

$1 million in revenue through fees, sweaters (and
admissions and memberships, Jeff said.  the occasional
Amy Cannaday, the Family Museum’s necktie)
volunteer coordinator, accompanied him  competing for
at the meeting. one of several
“ugliest” titles.

To learn more about the Family Museum
— to “touch a tornado, make a cloud,
experiment with music and sound and
investigate the workings of the human
heart,” as its Web site says — call 563-

When the votes
were all
counted, the
dubious winners

) were:
344-4106, go to 2900 Learning Campus Ugliest sweater with a holiday theme:
Drive in Bettendorf or logon to Will Doland

https://wwwfamilymuseum.org/.




Most creativeTom andKay Howard.
Each of these competitors (or team in the
Howards’ case) won a $10 Subway gift
certificate for their efforts

Ugliest
sweater, any
~ theme:Brad
Morrison

Ugliest
sweater worn
by a current
president: who
else but
Sharon
Sarver, who
was observed
engaging in
more than a
little shameless
self-
promotion. Her
only prize was
bragging
rights... But
she did give a
gift to all Rotarians present — a make-up
for their attendance [see next issue].

Grand prizeWill Doland who was
reputed to have raided family members’
closets until he found the most (or is it
least) competitive sweater. The reward
for his efforts: a $25 Visa gift card

Rotarian of the Quarter: Bill Daley
presented the Rotarian of the Quarter
plaque toHarry Coin. For the past 14
months, he’s been scanning Bettendorf
Rotary’s entire archive of minutes,
newsletters, photos, promotions and other
artifacts to compile a digital trove of the
club’s history — and produce his weekly
“History with Harry” looks into the past
of this organization, now in its second
half-century. HWH will now become a
monthly feature.

Next week’s meetingit's BRC’s
annual charitable grants at the Waterfront
Convention Center, with food service
beginning promptly at 11:30 a.m. so the
presentations can begin at noon.

February membership meetingsAll
weekly meetings will be at the Davenport
Country Club... except:

State of the City: The Feb. 25
meeting moves to the Waterfront
Convention Center so we can host



Mayor Bob Gallagher’s annual State of
the City speech.

Red Badge:The Red Badge meeting —
when all members still new enough to
have a red patch on their name tags will
learn much more about BRC and Rotary
International — will be 6-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 10, at Granite City.
Appetizers will be served with a cash bar
available.

Shortly after World War Il, a 17-year-old
young man starting off in Oklahoma City
College decided he wanted a career
working for the Boy Scouts of America.
There’s rarely a straight line between
where one is and where one hopes to be;
so too here. He landed a position of
janitor for the scouting regional office.

He wasn’t much of a janitor; his only
prior experience was in a cow barn.
There was no dusting experience in cow
barns. One fine day when the secretaries
had had enough of doing the dusting
themselves, he found himself suddenly
promoted to work with the scouting
program for at-risk youth, located in the
Oklahoma City slum. It was the day the
slum residents pulled their switchblades
to chase off his 35-year-old graduate-
student predecessor. Job orientation
consisted of receiving the keys to the
building. But with survival skills and a
gentle way with people, he not only
survived, but to his surprise connected
with the people and made a go of it. The

top slum gang leader barged into the
school with two henchmen, and the
young man thought he was done for.
After a game of checkers, the leader

said he appreciated what the young man
was doing for the kids and ordered his
henchmen to give him a ride safely to and
from his bus.

In those days,the “Walter Cronkite”
respected news reporter of Oklahoma
City was a severely handicapped man,
who was also
the scoutmaster
of a troop
consisting of
handicapped
scouts, mostly
victims of

polio. Polio is
almost unheard
of in the USA
now; its effects
are severe and
many, among
them ending the
ability to run
and requiring
braces if
walking was
possible at all.

The
handicapped
scoutmaster ended his reporting career
with an appointment to be the Oklahoma
state safety commissioner — and if the
scouting district office couldn’t find
someone capable to lead the mostly
polio-afflicted troop it would be

dropped. Our college student earning
money in the at-risk youth center got a
new job; it would change his life.

Our young scoutmaster needed to make
money while in college, but the scouting
program couldn’t pay scoutmasters.



However, they did arrange to pay his
taxicab fare to and from the school to the
meetings — though he rode his bike and
walked.

That was an example of an attitude
shared as if in the air in those days
among all those involved in scouting: that
if one did all they could for themselves,
and contribute what strength they had to
their team, others would recognize that
by stepping in to provide for what was
missing.

That same attitudewas adopted by the
troop of handicapped mostly polio-
afflicted

boys. The
handicapped
scouts would
welcome new
members into
their fold,

and over the
course of a
few weeks
transformed
the new
member’s attitude from a whining victim
full of self pity into a competitor. That
ethos would be called positive peer

graduate school at Southern Methodist
University. He moved to Lisbon, lowa, in
1955, and on to other posts, eventually
overseeing 50 churches from an office in
Dubuque, then landing right here to lead
a church in Bettendorf.

When it was timeto support and join a
service club, because of his experiences
as a scoutmaster for polio-afflicted boys,
shortly after moving to Bettendorf many
decades ag®ev. Gene Millerchose the
local chapter of the service club that had
in 1982 committed to end polio the world
over: Bettendorf Rotary.

Keep Gene in your thoughts, as he
recently had a near-death experience of
the sort that unexpectedly ended the life
of our long-time Rotary frien®oyle
McCully .

And that WAS the news!!

pressure today, but there was no name for &8

it then. That troop of boys with their
young scoutmaster wanted no quarter in
the scouting competitions: they assessed
the remaining capabilities of their
members, arranging their remaining
strengths as a team to compete and even
win occasionally against the healthy
scouts in events such as tent-raising.

Those polio-afflicted scouts had an
attitude toward life that transformed the
heart and changed the career of their
scoutmaster. After three years, he left the
troop and changed his goal of being a
scouting executive instead heading for

the usual amounts coming from everyone
except:Tom Howard — prompted by
HWH, he added, “this i&ene Miller’s

60" year as a Rotarian”.Harry Coin —
Dad (Georgg has topped 100 miles
already biking in Florida..Glen Kass—
celebrating “his” Seahawks’ win, sending
them to Super Bowl XLIX..Kevin

Kraft — $20: $10 because “I'm still
throwing up (over the Packers’ loss)” +
“$10 if he (Glenn) will shut up”..Frank
Mitvalsky — thanks tdKevin Kraft and
Tony Calabresefor volunteering to

judge the Cub Scouts’ Pinewood Derby +



son qualified in multiple events in
coming state swim meet.Ryan Bell—
36" birthday...Decker Ploehn— about
to hear from “two rising stars...”

+ |

President Sharon Sarvercalled the
meeting to order and led the recitation of
The 4-Way Test. Accompanied Bgott
Naumann's musical laptopTom

Howard led the singing of “America the
Beautiful. “President Sharonreturned
to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag and Moments of Silence. After
introductions, Tom returned to preside
over more singing: “Sing Out a Song of
Rot’ry” and “Happy Days Are Here
Again.”

Ann Schwickerath, Project Renewal
(speaker)

Jeff Reiter, Family Museum (speaker)

Amy Cannaday, Family Museum (speaker)
Glen Dugan, One Vision (guest Bill

Daley)

Rhonda Halterman, LiveWell Seniors (guest
of Ryan Bell)

Mike Coughlin, QC Chamber of Commerce
(guest ofScott Naumanr)

All together, 50 Bettendorf Rotarians and 6
guests attended.

... of the meetingRyan Bell (you can see

him with Will andCrystal Doland, at the
Holiday Party) won a Happy to Have a
Make-up in the drawing from among all
those members who participated in Jon Ryan
Happy $$.

... Thanks to program
chairScott Naumann,
scottn@midlandcom.
com, 445-4260

Jan 28:2015 Grant
Award Ceremony,
Waterfront
Convention Center
Feb. 10: (Tuesday)
Red Badge meeting, ¥
6-7:30 p.m.: Granite
City

/

(Number in parentheses: total meetings
missed since July 1, 2014):

Arndt (28), Bibik (17), Boeye (23), Bowe
(28), Bush (29), Chambers (14), Coin, G. (2),
DeDoncker (20), Deuth (10), Dickson (18),
Dobesh (13), Ellstrom (29), Erpelding (24),
Falk (11), Featherstone (23), Felsing (13),



Franks (20), Garlach, Geisewite (2), Hartsock
(15), Hassel (16), Hill (17), Hinton (26),
Hipple, (25), Hurd (17), Hutcheson (2),
Kennedy (29), Limberg (17), Lizak (14),
Love-Sherrick (10), McWilliams (26),
Mannhardt (8), Martinez (12), Miller, L.
(16), Naeve (26), Nelson (29), Olson (13),
Powers (8), Rutherford (4), Salm (29), Saul
(16), Scranton (26), Slavens (9), Stone (8),
Stopulos (11), Werner (29), Willsher (24),
Worley (28), Zachary (16)

| # 0

Monday, noon: Davenport — The Outing Club
Monday, noon: Moline —Trinity Lutheran Church,
Moline
Monday, 6 p.m.: QC lllinois — Arbor Village Club
House, Moline
Tuesday, 7:15 a.m.: River Cities — Brothers
Restaurant, Rapids City
Tuesday, noon: Rock Island — QC Botanical
Center
Wednesday, noon: Bettendorf — Tanglewood
Pavilion (during December)
Wednesday, 5 p.m.: Mini Meet — Lunardi's
Restaurant, Davenport
Thursday, 7 a.m.: lowa Quad Cities — J-Barr,
Elmore Avenue, Davenport
Thursday, noon: East Moline — Christ United
Methodist Church
Thursday, noon: Milan —
Pinnacle Country Club
2" and 4" Thursdays, 5:30
p.m.: Twin Rivers Rotary
After Hours — Bierstube,
Moline
Friday, noon: North Scott —
Steeplegate Inn, Davenport

Bettendorf Rotary Grants
Continued from p. 1

iIPad mini and a precision dash-mount
GPS for use in aircratft flight
operations and aerospace education
materials for cadets ages 12-20 — $1,000

Dress for Success Quad Cities.
Professional Shoes for Limited-Resource
QC Women: Purchase about 80 pairs of
professional shoes for women who have a
job interview scheduled — $2,000

Friendly House.Family Nights: Help
funding Family Nights, which create
opportunities for families to engage in
activities that foster a greater emotional
bond and promote healthy lifestyles —
$2,000

Gilda’s Club Quad Cities. Cancer to
Health: A proven program to reduce
stress, strengthen immunity, develop a
healthier diet and exercise — $1,750

Habitat for Humanity Quad Cities.

A New Home: Funds will help pay for
construction of a simple, decent,
affordable home for a QC family in
need — $1,000



Handicapped Development Center.
Promoting Our Mission with a Positive
Atmosphere: Money will pay for painting
some walls and purchasing a monitor for
the reception area to “promote our
mission and encourage hospitality” —
$1,000

Jason’s Box.Patriot Place Veterans
Resource Center: Helps provide “a
location for military to meet with
mentors, explore education/training,
complete on-line education, write

resumes, search for jobs, obtain transition

information, and more — $2,500

King’'s Harvest. Homeless Overflow
Shelter Payroll: King’s Harvest serves as
an overflow shelter for the homeless
men, women and children in the Quad
Cities Dec. 1-April 15 — $2,500

New Kingdom Trail-riders. Horse
Care Project: Funds enable continuation
of therapeutic horseback riding for people
with disabilities — $2,000

People Uniting Neighbors &
Churches.Renters Neighborhood
Winterization: Funds to help provide
interior winterization service to the
Hilltop residential community — $1,000

QC United. Pete the Purple Bull:
Teaching humans (through example and
interactive lessons), the social/emotional
skills needed to rid the world of bullying
—$1,000

Quad City Marathon. Run With Us:
Entry fees to the micro-marathon for 150
disadvantaged/low-income children —
$1,500

Quad City Symphony Orchestra
Association.Music Education Outreach
for Bettendorf: Free music education
outreach to elementary schools in
Bettendorf — $2,000

St. Mark Lutheran Church Food
Pantry. Food Pantry: An emergency
resource for Davenport families and
individuals who are food insecure —
$2,500

Editor, reporter: Fred Anderson
Photographers: Glenn Kass, Fred Anderson
Correspondent, Web-site hostJohanna
Smith
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http://www.bettendorfrotary.com/




